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Secret Symbol of the CIA For more than 80 years the
CIA has secretly used a secret symbol to identify its
agents. So secretive was the use of this symbol that
only a handful of intelligence officials in the agency
and in the media know that this symbol is in reality
not even a symbol, but simply the word "Yes". The
CIA is famous for its black and white photomontage

that represent doubles, played by men wearing
black and white suits. It features a triangle pointing

up, hence the name "Triangle", which has been used
to identify the secret organization by the British

since WWII. During those war years the triangle was
first shown with a dot instead of the letter Y.

According to the CIA's cryptographer, the symbol
was derived from the conventional photo cipher and
was meant to indicate that the photograph was just

one of a group used in the accumulation of
intelligence from one or more agents. According to a

former CIA agent, the symbol was devised in the
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1920s by the CIA's predecessor the Office of
Strategic Services (OSS). At that time the OSS used

"Yes" in an OSS file produced by its German-
language section. Later this method was simply

adopted by the CIA. The CIA's famous
photomontage featuring two silhouetted agents

wearing black and white suits and a fake window in
the camera. The word "Triangle" is hidden on the

frame just above the fake window. The symbol has
sometimes been confused with the word "Yes"

written backwards. The agent pictured in this case
took the photo himself. The original OSS file from
which the symbol was supposedly derived reads:
'This photograph confirms one of the agreed plan

(CIA) for the appearance of the OSS Camera that is
used to photograph "Question and Answer". The

"yes" in the window means that the photograph was
taken this morning. There is a wide variety of

methods for delivering the photograph, but the
Bureau [CIA British counterpart] should be informed
in advance of the delivery method. Considering all

the OSS ever c6a93da74d
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