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function in AIDS: systemic infections and renal complications. Renal involvement in HIV-infected

patients has dramatically changed in the last few years, mainly due to the introduction of
antiretroviral therapy. Since the first definition of AIDS in the early eighties, the prevalence of HIV-

infection has increased dramatically; since then, the number of AIDS patients has increased
approximately 10-fold and this population is currently the largest group of HIV-infected patients.

Although the proportion of patients with normal kidney function has risen, the prevalence of renal
failure has remained unchanged. HIV infection appears to be associated with renal failure, but the

causes of renal involvement are multiple and related to the primary infection, other ongoing or latent
infections, the central nervous system, or the nephron. It is very important to detect HIV infection in

patients with renal disease before starting antiretroviral therapy to c6a93da74d
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